Basic Rights, Global Justice : A Modest Defence of Contemporary Cosmopolitanism by Timgren, Henrikki
Helsingin yliopisto - Helsingfors universitet - University of Helsinki ID 2005-3276
Tiedekunta-Fakultet-Faculty
Faculty of Social Sciences
Laitos-Institution-Department
Department of Social and Moral Philosophy
Tekijä-Författare-Author
Timgren, Henrikki
Työn nimi-Arbetets titel-Title
Basic Rights, Global Justice : A Modest Defence of Contemporary Cosmopolitanism
Oppiaine-Läroämne-Subject
Social and Moral Philosophy
Työn laji-Arbetets art-Level
Master's thesis
Aika-Datum-Month and year
2005-04-04
Sivumäärä-Sidantal-Number of pages
92 s.
Tiivistelmä-Referat-Abstract
The aim of this thesis is to critically assess theories of global distributive justice against their statist and nationalist rivals, especially against
liberal nationalism. For the sake of convenience these so-called cosmopolitan theories have been divided into "naïve" and "mature" variants.
The main argument of this thesis is that while naïve theories - global contractarianism and utilitarianism - are morally over-demanding and
insensitive to cultural pluralism and people's local attachments, mature theories steer clear of these problems, and hence vindicate the demand for
a more just global distribution of economic and social goods.
It is argued, however, that these mature theories, represented by the human rights-based approaches of Henry Shue and Thomas Pogge, have to
limit their redistributive demands, at least initially, to securing the basic subsistence of people.
Additionally, cosmopolitan theories are criticized for not providing specific enough blueprints for building a just global community.
Avainsanat-Nyckelord-Keywords
distributive justice
cosmopolitanism
human rights
income distribution
Säilytyspaikka-Förvaringsställe-Where deposited
Philosophica-library, Address Siltavuorenpenger 20 A, 2nd. floor. Tel. 09-191 29247
Muita tietoja-Övriga uppgifter-Additional information
